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The GLOBALGOALS project is a vibrant international group of
researchers based at Utrecht University, investigating the
SDGs as novel governance interventions from varied
perspectives. 

The group uses multiple quantitative and qualitative research
methods and works with a global network of affiliated
researchers and partner institutions. 

The project is financed by a 2.5-million EUR Advanced Grant
of the European Research Council.

The project is led by Professor Frank Biermann of Utrecht
University.
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The first comprehensive global
assessment of the political

impact of the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals




https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/political-impact-of-the-sustainable-development-goals/3EA0D6589094B68A527FCB05C895F73E
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The assessment provides the most comprehensive
data compilation, network mapping, and
comparative institutional analysis of the evolution,
effectiveness and future prospects of ‘global
governance through goals’ as a central novel
steering mechanism in world politics.
 
Written by a team of over sixty experts and drawing
on over 3000 scientific studies, this volume is a key
resource for policymakers, activists and scholars of
sustainable development.




Get to know the scientific steering
group, the coordinating lead authors,
and the contributing authors!

https://sdgassessment.globalgoalsproject.eu/contributors/
https://globalgoalsproject.eu/contributing-authors/


The research asks
whether, to what
extent, and how
the Sustainable

Development
Goals have led 
to political and

institutional
changes in 

six key areas.
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The SDGs have had thus far only limited political effects in
global, national and local governance since 2015. 



The SDGs have had mostly discursive effects, with limited

normative and institutional impact.



The SDGs sometimes enable civil society and non-governmental
organizations to hold governments accountable.



But the SDGs are not (yet) a transformative force in and of

themselves. 



Overarching f indings. . .
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The SDG Impact Assessment was downloaded
for free as an open access publication almost
8000 times in its first year.

The research has been cited in the SDG
Progress Report by the Secretary-General and
other key documents.
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 WG Global Governance and the SDGs:
HLPF and the VNR process
 WG National Policy Integration of the
2030 Agenda and the SDGs
 WG Sub-National Initiatives for SDG
Implementation
 WG Private Governance and
Partnerships for the SDGs
 WG SDG Education and Learning

Further efforts to take stock of the
political impacts of the SDGs 
as research extending from the 
SDG Impact Assessment are taking
place within the Earth System
Governance SDG Taskforce. 

The Taskforce covers, but is not
limited to, the steering effects of
the SDGs on five thematic issues
led by five working groups:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-the-sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-the-sustainable-development-goals/


 More fundamental change is needed for the
Sustainable Development Goals to become ‘the

bold and transformative steps ... to shift the world
on to a sustainable and resilient path’ that the

2030 Agenda has promised.
Back to

Navigation Page



Contact  / Collaborate / Contribute

To learn more about this broad research agenda, please visit the Taskforce page.



All Earth System Governance fellows at all career stages are invited to join this
Taskforce to jointly study the Sustainable Development Goals and their steering effects
on the governance of sustainability challenges.

For more information about joining the Taskforce, please contact the taskforce
conveners by e-mailing SDG@earthsystemgovernance.org.




https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-the-sustainable-development-goals/

